hg@do you do when an annual golf event is such a
it that your community wants it to go on forever!?
According to Dr. Timothy Otteman, you go out
with a bang.

Otteman is an assistant professor in the Recreation, Parks
and Leisure Services Department at Central Michigan Univer-
sity (CMU) in Mount Pleasant, MI, and he also has
a part in advising and teaching classes for CMU’s

event management minor. He has seen, firsthand,

* Golf tournament unites community.

charity. They reached that goal, and the community demanded
the tournament go on. They passed the $100,000 mark, and the
community wouldn’t let them quit.

“We’re now 15 years later, doing the same golf tournament,”
Otteman says. “This is our very last year coming up. [We've
raised] $166,000. We've created a $50,000 endowment at the

Photo courtesy of Robert Barclay, Central Michigan University

the power of an event in bringing together a com-
munity.

For many years, Otteman and his family have
planned an annual charity golf outing in memory of
his late sister. In its first year, the tournament raised
$5,000, which was donated to two area hospitals.
Otteman’s family decided to continue the tourna-

ment each year, with a goal of raising $50,000 for

Dr. Timothy Otteman, assistant
professor in the Recreation, Parks and
Leisure Services Department at Central

Michigan University, has seen his
community come together through a
charity golf tournament he plans.
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hospital. We've reached those goals. Know when to stop. You don’t
want to end when there’s nobody playing; you want to end when
it's packed and everyone is really enjoying it.”

For the final event, it’s the personal touches that count. A local
bar will close down its patio to host a new pre-party activity, called
“Fault the Family Dunk Tank Revenge,” which will allow commu-
nity members to express themselves loud and clear.

“All these people are [angry] because we’re stopping this event,
so let’s take it out on the family,” Otteman explains. “Members of
the family do a shift in the dunk tank. If you're mad [we're] cancel-
ing the event, you pay $10 for three balls and dunk them, or pay
$20 to just walk up and hit the button. People who aren’t necessar-
ily golfers, but either know the family or enjoy the charity, can be
involved in an event that has nothing to do with golf.”

Another new fundraising tie-in for the tournament, called “Pen-
nies for Heaven,” yielded unexpected results. The concept was sim-
ple: for the 15" year of the tournament, bring 15 rolls of pennies,
and get a commemorative final-year T-shirt.

Word got around, and now several retail outlets throughout
town compete against each other to fill Pringles® cans that have
been disguised in sleeves to look like giant penny rolls. The retail
outlet that raises the most money becomes a sponsor at the golf

tournament.

WWW.MIDWESTMEETINGS.COM
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“It’s been an unbelievable response all of a sudden,” Otteman
says. “That part has been really neat.”

An important element of the final event will involve expressing
the family’s gratitude for 15 years of community support. Family
members have culled their photo archives from past tournaments
to create “photo boxes,” which are special mementos of the event.

“We pulled funny photos and took little stickers that have funny
quotes in bubble boxes and put them on, then blew them up to
poster size,” Otteman explains. “At the bottom, we, the family
members, wrote a caption of what this photo means to us.”

Large-scale photos of community members who have been in-
volved with the tournament decorate the banquet room, to be
taken home with individuals as keepsakes at the end of the event.

“Things like that have really turned a simple golf tournament

into a community experience,” Otteman says.

For more information or
to request a booking
proposal call
1-866-466-7338 or go
online at www.Ircr.com.

Located in Manistee, M
2 hrs from Grand Rapids
4 hrs from Detroit
4+ hrs from Chicago

1-866-466-7338 « WWW.LRCR.COM OPEN 24 HOURS AT U.S. 31 & M-22 IN MANISTEE
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